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• Provide a brief introduction to landscape character assessment and why it 
is useful

• Our brief/need for the work

• How we approached the task in North Norfolk

• The classification and what the report contains

• How to use the information in the report

This presentation - aims
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What is landscape character assessment?

Landscape Character Assessment is the 
accepted process for understanding 
landscape.

Landscape Character is: the distinct, 
recognisable and consistent pattern of 
elements in the landscape that makes 
one landscape different from another, 
rather than better or worse
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What is landscape character assessment?

Landscape Character Types = 
types of landscape that may occur 
in different areas, but wherever 
they occur they share broadly 
similar characteristics e.g. River 
Valleys

Landscape Character Areas = single 
unique areas which are discrete 
geographical areas of a particular 
type e.g. Wensum River Valley 



LCA is an established technique to:

• Analyse and describe the character and 
qualities of an area; 

• Consider issues affecting that area; and; 

• Develop recommendations for its future 
management.

LCA provides a spatial framework within 
which decisions can be made.

Why undertake landscape character 
assessment?



The Process of Landscape Character Assessment

The process of landscape character 
assessment follows an accepted 
method.

• Maps 
• Classifies 
• Describes 
• Assesses

Landscape Character Assessment 
Guidance published by Natural 
England (2014)



Sits within an established framework

National level: National Character Areas

Regional level: 
East of England Landscape Typology

Local level: 
Neighbouring Authorities
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Uses of a landscape character assessment
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• to inform work on policy development as part of emerging Development 
Plans;

• to guide development and land management that is sympathetic to local 
character and special qualities;

• to promote an understanding of how landscapes are changing and how 
they can be strengthened. 



Our brief/need for 
the work



Approach in North Norfolk

Key tasks were:

• ‘Sense check’ of the existing 
classification;

• Describe landscape character;

• Identify key sensitivities and valued 
attributes;

• Identify forces for change;

• Provide a landscape strategy and 
guidance.



Approach in North Norfolk
Use of GIS



Desk study - geology



Desk study – agricultural land classification



Desk study – topography & drainage



Desk study – historic landscape



Desk study - tranquillity



Desk study – dark skies





Ref Type Area (s)

ROF Rolling Open Farmland ROF1 Holkham to Raynham
TF Tributary Farmland TF1 North Norfolk Tributary Farmland

LPF Low Plains Farmland LPF1 North Norfolk Low Plains Farmland

RV River Valleys RV1 River Wensum and tributaries
RV2 River Bure and tributaries
RV3 River Ant and tributaries
RV4 River Stiffkey and tributaries
RV5 River Glaven and tributaries
RV6 Mundesley Beck

SF Settled Farmland SF1 Stalham, Ludham and Potter Heigham
CP Coastal Plain CP1 Bacton to Waxham
CS Coastal Shelf CS1 Weybourne to Mundesley
WGR Wooded Glacial Ridge WGR1 Wooded Glacial Cromer Ridge

RHA Rolling Heath and Arable RHA1 Blakeney, Salthouse & Kelling
DCM Drained Coastal Marshes DCM1 Holkham Drained Marshes

DCM2 Blakeney, Wiveton, Cley and Salthouse
Drained Marshes

OCM Open Coastal Marshes OCM1 Wells to Morston Marshes



The report and how to use the information



The report and how to use the information



The report and how to use the information



The report and how to use the information



The report and how to use the information



The report and how to use the information



The report and how to use the information



The report and how to use the information



User Guide
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North Norfolk Landscape Sensitivity 
Assessment

with particular reference to renewable energy 
and low carbon development

15th October 2018
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• Provide a brief introduction to landscape sensitivity assessment and why 
it is useful

• Our brief/ need for the work

• How we approached the sensitivity assessment

• Results – in maps

• The content of the report

• How to use the information in the report – getting the right development 
in the right place

This presentation - aims
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What is landscape sensitivity assessment?
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What is landscape sensitivity assessment?

‘Judging landscape character sensitivity requires professional judgement about the 
degree to which the landscape in question is robust, in that it is able to accommodate 
change without adverse impacts on character. This involves making decisions about 
whether or not significant characteristic elements of the landscape will be liable to loss... 
and whether important aesthetic aspects of character will be liable to change’.

Paragraph 4.2 of Topic Paper 6 



Need for the work

NPPF 2018:



Our approach in North Norfolk

Aim:
To maximise renewable 
energy generation and 
achieve the greatest 
contribution towards our 
energy needs, while 
ensuring landscape 
character and values are 
respected.



Our approach in North Norfolk
Types of development assessed 
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Types of development assessed 



Our approach in North Norfolk
Types of development assessed 



Our approach in North Norfolk
Types of development assessed 



Our approach in North Norfolk
Spatial framework:



Our approach in North Norfolk



Our approach in North Norfolk
Assessment criteria:

Susceptibility criteria
• Topography and skylines
• Landcover
• Sense of openness/ enclosure
• Scale and landscape pattern/ complexity
• Sense of tranquillity, remoteness and rurality; current level of human 

influence/ development
• Time depth / historical continuity

Value criteria
• Presence of landscape designations and extent to which their special 

qualities could be affected
• Other indicators of value: scenic quality, rarity, intactness, 

representativeness, nature conservation and cultural heritage interests, 
recreational value, and associations with artists or writers



Our approach in North Norfolk

Sensitivity Level Definition

High (H) The key characteristics and values of the landscape are highly 
sensitive to change from the type and scale of development 
being assessed.

Moderate-High (M-H) The key characteristics and values of the landscape are sensitive
to change from the type and scale of development being
assessed.

Moderate (M) Some of the key characteristics and values of the landscape are 
sensitive to change from the type and scale of development being 
assessed.

Low-Moderate (L-M) Few of the key characteristics and values of the landscape are 
sensitive to change from the type and scale of development being 
assessed.

Low (L) Key characteristics and values of the landscape are robust and are 
less likely to be adversely affected by the type and scale of 
development being assessed.



The report



The report



The report



The report



The report



Results – large wind turbines (130m to tip)



Results – medium wind turbines (100m to 
tip)



Results – small wind turbines



Results – solar PV



Results – onshore cable routes



Results – anaerobic digestion, battery 
storage, substations



Results - reservoirs



How to use the information – getting the 
right development in the right place

• Assist in identifying suitable locations for renewable and low carbon energy (LPA);

• Assessing and appraising planning applications (developers and decision makers);

• To develop policy in relation to renewable and low carbon energy and impacts on 
landscape (LPA).
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Questions?


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	The Process of Landscape Character Assessment
	Sits within an established framework
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Need for the work
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45
	Slide Number 46
	Slide Number 47
	Slide Number 48
	Slide Number 49
	Slide Number 50
	Slide Number 51
	Slide Number 52
	Slide Number 53
	Slide Number 54
	Slide Number 55
	Slide Number 56

